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We transform the lives of children in foster care  
by building and nurturing permanent families  

Build. Nurture. Transform.  
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In 1996, Sierra Forever Families (formerly Sierra Adoption Services) established the 
Champions for Adoption program for individuals, corporations, and businesses who 
raise $5,000 or more annually to help provide the support needed to place a child 
or sibling group with a permanent loving family.  

The success of Champions for Adoption, now renamed Champions for Children, relies 
on the creation of teams formed by businesses or their employees, a single individual 
or group, a school, church, or other organization. The teams, led by their captains,  
devise a variety of ways to raise their $5,000 goal. Strategies may include a single  
donation, mailings to friends, event fundraisers, employee gifts matched by their  
companies. . . the possibilities are endless. 

Since the program began, Champions for Children has helped place over 400 children 
with permanent families. Just last year, the Champions program raised over $310,000, 
helping more than 41 children find forever families. 

Champions for Children (CFC) Participants Receive: 
 
· Recognition (including company name if applicable) in a widely  

circulated business magazine; 
 

· Donor or company name included in Sierra’s annual report; 
 

· Donor or company name listed in press releases; 
 

· Special recognition at annual donor appreciation event; 
 

· An opportunity to meet children who have been placed because  
of CFC support; 

 

· A CFC kit, including items with CFC logo; 
 

· Support and encouragement from Sierra’s fund development  
staff who will serve as your liaison; 

 

· CFC donor or company profile included in a Sierra newsletter; 
 

· Satisfaction knowing a child will receive a permanent loving family. 
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Companies...  
 

· Coordinate an employee giving campaign at your workplace 
 

· Match employee donations  
 

· Donate a percentage of company’s sales for one day 
 

· Give through your Foundation or Community Giving Program  
 

· Send a mailing to your company’s vendors to contribute 
 
Company CFC teams in the past have created these fun draising ideas: 
   
 - Hosted event fundraisers such as a book sale or bake sale 
 - Had employees donate $5 each to wear jeans on Fridays 
 - Coordinated a Hot Fudge Sundae Day every Friday and charged a donation 
 - Sold snacks from a goodie basket in their employee lunch room 
 
Individuals...  

· Make your own generous donation 

· Become a team leader 

· Ask ten people to raise or donate $500 each 

· Donate a gift of stock 

· Send a mailing to your friends, family, and colleagues 

· Increase your donation, if your company has a matching gift program 

· Host a reception where your guests will be asked to give 

· Ask your club or church members to donate 

· Request donations be made to Sierra in lieu of birthday, anniversary or holiday gifts 

· Introduce Sierra to local foundations or other prospective donors 

 

WILL TRANSFORM 
THE LIFE OF 

A CHILD! 
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Scope of Need: 
· Every 24 hours in the greater Sacramento area, 7 to 10 children are removed from 

their homes due to neglect, abuse, abandonment and/ or illegal activity. 

· Approximately 62,000 children are currently in the state’s foster care system at an  
annual cost of $75,000 to $150,000 per child. 

· Over 4,000 local children in foster care await permanent families. 

· According to the National Prison Project, 90% of men in prison today grew up in  

foster care, were abandoned by their birth parents, or were abused. 

· Over half of the youth who emancipate from foster care will be homeless, in prison,  
victimized, or dead within two to four years according to the California Partnership 
for Children and 60% of the unwed females will have given birth.  
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By placing children or sibling groups with permanent loving families, Sierra helps: 
· Ensures that children we serve will not age out of foster care alone 

· Break the cycle of abuse, poverty, and homelessness 

· If necessary, provide a loving and nurturing environment for a child 

· Save the community approximately $75,000 annually per child placed out  
      of foster care with permanent families 

· Benefit everyone by building and strengthening families and communities 

· Transform a child’s life!  
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Sierra Forever Families (Sierra) is a nonprofit agency that was founded in 1983 by 
adoptive parents. They saw that traditional adoption practices stood in the way of the 
placement of many children. Twenty-seven years later, the agency has a staff of 50 
and serves families in 12 Northern California counties: Auburn, Butte, El Dorado,  
Nevada, Placer, Sacramento, San Joaquin, Sierra, Solano, Sutter, Yolo and Yuba.  
Sierra has centers located in Auburn, Chico, Nevada City and Sacramento. 

 
Sierra serves the harder-to-place children: those with tragic histories of abuse, neglect 
and abandonment; those waiting in the foster care system for years. Our programs are 
designed with one goal in mind – to provide the best possible permanent families for 
foster children of all ages, from newborns to teens. 
 
Many of the children and youth languishing in long-term foster care and awaiting a 
family are school-aged. Many are from ethnic minorities and some are brothers and 
sisters where it is desirable to place them together with a family. Some children have 
physical or developmental disabilities or emotional challenges due to neglect and 
abuse. Each share a common bond – the need for a permanent family to call their own. 
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We transform the lives of children in foster care b y building and nurturing  
permanent families. 
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Michael and Michele Williams and their daughter, Al exis, began their  
adoption journey knowing that they wanted to expand their family. Upon  
attending Sierra’s orientation and training offered for prospective families, 

they expressed willingness to adopt up to two children. In addition, they were willing to provide 
care for  children entering foster care and be supportive of initial efforts to return the children to 
their birth family. Then, in April 2008, they received a call from Sierra’s social worker asking 
them to consider emergency placement for three children, Oscar,  America, and Bryan. They 
readily agreed. 
 

The children came to the Williams home having experienced multiple foster care placements. 
Initially they had been removed from their birth family the prior year. Once in the foster care 
system, they endured multiple placements, each causing additional confusion and anxiety for 
the children. Unfortunately, previous attempts to reunify the children with their birth family 
failed. During that time, a fourth sibling was born and placed into foster care as a newborn. 
 

In April 2008, three of the children, Oscar (2), America (1) and Bryan (5 days old) were placed 
with Michael and Michele. In October, following an assessment by the county, Jose (3) was 
also placed in the home with his siblings. From the outset, the Williams’ love for the four grew, 
and so it seemed natural for them to agree to care for them all until they were either reunited 
with their birth family or could be adopted.  
 

Oscar, America and Jose had suffered from severe neglect. As a result, Oscar always  
carried food with him and was the first to eat. He also required speech, occupational and  
physical therapies. America, at the age of one was unable to walk or crawl, and could only pull 
herself around on the floor by her arms. She made grunting sounds to communicate. She also 
required speech, physical and occupational therapies. As a newborn, Bryan thankfully had not 
yet experienced the severe neglect of his siblings.  
 

The Williams family lovingly nurtured and cared for the children. They attended multiple  
therapy sessions with the children for Jose, Oscar and America. As a result of the care they 
have received, Oscar and America have successfully reached age-level development and  
no longer need therapy. Big sister, Alexis, says, “I enjoy having brothers and a sister, but 
sometimes the house is a bit hectic.” There are few families who were willing to take Jose or 
Oscar separately due to their extensive special needs, much less all four children together.  
Because of the extraordinary love and devotion of the Williams family, the children are thriving. 
Michele says, “We are very happy and are enjoying every crazy moment of our new lives.”  
 

The Williams were selected as the 2009 Family of the Year  
for Sierra Forever Families. IKEA awarded the family with  
a $1,000 gift card on November 21st, National Adoption Day, 
during events at the State Capitol. Through their faithful  
dedication, the Williams family has worked extremely hard to 
ensure that the siblings stayed together, were nurtured and 
provided a stable, loving family…a FOREVER FAMILY. 
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“Helping children and youth living in foster care find a permanent loving  
family is important. I am delighted that we have been able to help transform 
the lives of children over the years,” said Paddon. “Champions for Children 
is a great way everyone can get involved. I am amazed at how committed all 
of our staff have become to raising support throughout the year to help the 
kids at Sierra. I encourage everyone to become a Champion for Children.” 
 

Jack Paddon, Senior Partner, Williams + Paddon, Architects + Planners, Inc. 
Chair, 2009-2010, Champions for Children 

“Being the Chair of the Champions for Children campaign for 2008-2009 
has been a wonderful and rewarding effort. We all know that the true 
champions are the many parents who adopt and nurture children from  
the foster care system. Also, it’s the efforts of hundreds of Sierra’s  
supporters whose collective donations have produced and funded many 
new champions. Even in these challenging economic times, collectively 
with your generosity, we continue to have a great impact on so many 
young lives.” 
 

Alan G. Wolf,  
Preconstruction Manager, Harbison Mahony Higgins Builders, Inc. 
Chair, 2008-2009 Champions for Adoption  

“As an adoptive parent and past board member for Sierra, it has been so  
important to me that Sierra has focused on the children in foster care with  
special needs. I’ll never forget the couple that chose to adopt a child with  
spinal issues. It made me feel that through Sierra, I was able to help the  
so-called “unadoptable” kids in foster care.  
 

I became aware of Sierra through a mailing that intrigued me, so I attended 
a board meeting where I was recruited to help raise funds for a program  
called Champions for Adoption conceived by Donna Benner in 1996.  
Friends and associates helped with donations.  
 

Every year since then, we send an annual appeal. I say “we” because I  
could not have done this without the organizational skills of Cyndi Sievers,  
my Administrative Assistant. I am proud to be part of Sierra Forever Families.“ 

 
Chuck Nicholson, CPA, Nicholson & Olson, CPAs                                                                       
2008-2009 Team Captain, Champions for Adoption 
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8928 Volunteer Lane, Suite 240  ·  Sacramento, CA 95826  ·  916.368.5114 ·  www.sierraff.org  

Champions for Children - 2009-2010  
THANK YOU for your commitment to transform the life of a child living in foster care. 

· Abbott & Kindermann, LLP 

· Air Systems 

· Julia Amaral and Mark Strate 

· Arata Brothers Trust 

· Bank of America 

· Bank of the West 

· California Backyard 

· Campbell’s Soup Co. 

· Caring Heats Society of Auburn 

· City of Roseville/Grants Advisory  
     Commission 

· Dr. Kevin Chang’s “A Race to Give  
     a Place to Live” 

· Gary and Sally Doupnick 

· Enterprise Rent-A-Car Foundation 

· Evergreen Flexible Bonding Solutions 

· Norman and Arlayne Fifer 

· Elfrena Foord and Bruce Hester 

· Harbison Mahony Higgins Builders, Inc. 

· Jenkins Insurance Group 

· Gail Johnson Vaughan and  
     John Vaughan 

· Livingston’s Concrete 

· Loveall Foundation for Children 

· M & M Whitmire Foundation 

· Massie Family Foundation 

· Mechanics Bank 

· Merrill Lynch/Bank of America 

· Nicholson & Olson CPAs 

· Eric and Patrice Ratinoff 

· Kate Renwick-Espinosa 

· Barbara and Lou Riggs 

· Ronald McDonald House Charities 

· Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality  
     Management 

· Soroptimist International of Sacramento 

· Stuart Foundation 

· Sundt Foundation 

· SureWest Foundation 

· Target Stores 

· The Thomas J. Long Foundation 

· U. S. Bank 

· United Way California Capital Region 

· van Loben Sels/RembeRock Foundation 

· W. F. Hayward Company 

· Waste Connections 

· Williams + Paddon, Architects + Planners Inc.    

                                 As of July 1, 2009 to January 7, 2010 

For information on becoming a CHAMPION FOR CHILDREN contact:  
Juli Kramer at jkramer@sierraff.org or 916.368.5114  x 222 

Please note: Champions for Children are still being accepted for 2009-2010. 


